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CONTACT NUMBERS 
 

TEAM VICAR REV MARK PAVEY 394757  
ASSOCIATE PRIEST REV DAVID BOND 202239  
TEAM MISSIONER GRAHAM BIBBY 632411  
CHURCHWARDENS STEVE CHRISTMAS 843761  
 MARIA MACKELDEN 861783  
 DAVID MITCHELL 739129  
 

PARISH GROUPS & CONNECTED ORGANISATIONS 
 

PCC SECRETARY GILL GYMER 737117  
 brent.gymer@gmail.com 
PCC TREASURER DAVID BLAKE 861382  
 

SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS STEVE CHRISTMAS 843761  

BERYL CHARLTON 862235  
 

GIFT AID SECRETARY DIANE MITCHELL 739129  
 11 Spur Way, Bearsted 
READERS & SIDESPEOPLE JOAN PALMER 202239  
MESSY CHURCH LYNN BLAKE 861382 OTHAM 
BELL RINGERS MALWYN WILLIAMS 861143 OTHAM 
 

CHURCH CLEANING MICHAEL LADDS 861029 OTHAM 
 BERYL CHARLTON 862235 LANGLEY 
CHURCH FLOWERS DIANE MITCHELL 739129 OTHAM 
 MARIA MACKELDEN 861783 LANGLEY 
 

PARISH MAGAZINE EDITOR, MALCOLM KERSEY 07501 250 851 
PARISH DIARY AND WEBSITE editor.twospires@gmail.com 

 www.othamlangley.org 
 

FRIENDS OF OTHAM CHURCH HUGH VAUX 861245  
 

OTHAM HISTORY SOCIETY SYLVIA WADESON 745848  
MADGINFORD SENIORS CLUB DAPHNE BOWER 734829  

Madginford Hall - Wednesday 12 noon - 3.30 pm during term time 
LANGLEY OVER 60 CLUB MARIA MACKELDEN 861783  

Langley Village Hall - 2nd & 4th Tuesday each month 2.00 pm 
 

BEARSTED SCOUT GROUP NICK ROSS 07720 061 958 
    
 

Please inform the Editor of any changes, or other contacts to be included 
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WORSHIP IN OUR CHURCHES FOR AUGUST 
and early SEPTEMBER 

 

Thursday 1 August 9.30 LANGLEY Holy Communion 
    

Sunday 4 August 9.30 OTHAM Holy Communion 
Trinity 7 11.00 LANGLEY Holy Communion 
 11.00 LEEDS Eucharist 
    

Thursday 8 August 9.30 LANGLEY Holy Communion 
    

Sunday 11 August 9.30 OTHAM Holy Communion 
Trinity 8 11.00 LANGLEY All Age Worship 
 15.30 BROOMFIELD Holy Communion 
    

Thursday 15 August 9.30 LANGLEY Holy Communion 
    

Sunday 18 August 9.30 OTHAM Family Worship 
Trinity 9 11.00 LANGLEY Holy Communion 
 11.00 LEEDS Eucharist 
    

Thursday 22 August 9.30 LANGLEY Holy Communion 
     

Sunday 25 August 9.30 OTHAM Holy Communion 
Trinity 10 11.00 LANGLEY Holy Communion 
 11.00 KINGSWOOD Family Communion 
    

Thursday 29 August 9.30 LANGLEY Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 1 September 9.30 OTHAM Holy Communion 
Trinity 11 11.00 LANGLEY Holy Communion 
 11.00 LEEDS Eucharist 
    

Thursday 5 September 9.30 OTHAM Holy Communion 

 

Please note that changes to services and events may occur after the magazine 
goes to print. Where possible, alterations will be shown on the website. 

If you would like to enquire about Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals, or you 
wish to inform the Clergy about someone in the parish who is ill or in hospital 
please contact Mark Pavey (01622 394 757) or David Bond (01622 202 239). 
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Don’t sweat it! 

Ok, so I’m having to book a summer holiday at the moment. I’m already going 
camping at a Christian conference called New Wine which I’m very much looking 
forward to… other than the camping. Mainly because I’m freezing cold at night and 
boiling hot in the morning. In fairness it doesn’t really count as a holiday for me 
and so I’m trying to find somewhere to go for a few days to relax. Now, I have to 
be honest, most holidays for our family take some kind of negotiating. My wife, 
loves sunbathing and reading a book, I have tried this but I struggle after the first 
page when sweat starts running into my eyes! I just don’t see the point of lying 
uncomfortably in my own sweat as way of relaxing. It’s not to criticise those that 
can do it, I just need to be doing something else like swimming or soaking up local 
cultures etc. So we negotiate and find some sort of balance between us. 

It probably speaks into a bigger issue I have to deal with, which is stopping. Neither 
I, nor my wife, are particularly good at this, which is why I don’t really begrudge 
her spending a few days on a lounger when on holiday. Stopping is an important 
part of life and it’s important to remind ourselves every so often that we are 
human beings rather than human doings. I remember reading an illustration of 
this point that stuck with me in such a way that I think it changed my life, and so I 
thought I’d share it with you. Please bear with me in this next couple of lines… 

Butultimatelywhenyouthinkaboutstoriesandbooksitsactuallythepunctuationthepa
usesthatgivemeaningtothewordsyouarereadingwithoutthemitdoesntmakemuchs
ense… or… 

But ultimately, when you think about stories and books, it’s actually the 
punctuation… the pauses… that give meaning to the words you are reading. 
Without them it doesn’t make much sense. 

We need to stop to reflect and make sense of our lives, to ask the questions that 
our days throw up and to seek the answers. It’s not because God wants to ruin our 
weeks that he encourages resting a day a week i.e. the Sabbath... it’s because he 
knows that we need to reconnect with each other and with Him which we do in 

Letter from the Vicarage 
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our weekly worship. He understands that stopping is essential in our lives to 
maintain a healthy lifestyle. 

It doesn’t matter if you are a high flyer in the city or a full-time parent or a vicar. 
We all need to stop in a world which makes demands on our time. I know that this 
is much easier said than done but perhaps its only when we stop that we really get 
to ask whether that which makes us so busy is actually that important anyway. 

Perhaps the most telling aspect of the illustration is that the longer we go without 
punctuation, the longer we hold our breath until we eventually pass out, or 
become ill. I, and many others I know, have pushed themselves to that point in the 
past. It’s something I’ve had consciously to make concerted efforts to put into 
place to protect myself, simply stopping every now and then to take a breath. 

I hope you get some time off over the summer, to relax and refuel. I’m not sure 
how I’ll be relaxing yet… but it won’t be in a pool of my own sweat! 

Rev Mark 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
I am delighted to report that the Concert on 30 May celebrating the life of 
David Watson raised £1,350.17 for the Heart of Kent Hospice. We remembered 
him on his 80th birthday with the music he loved. 

Thank you to everyone who attended, or donated raffle prizes. 

Maria Watson 

From the registers 

June 2019 

 

Baptisms 

Francesca White 
Eleanor White 
Presley Barton 
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Rose Hudson-Wilkin 
named Bishop of Dover 

The Queen has approved the appointment of the Reverend Rose 
Hudson-Wilkin, Chaplain to the Speaker of the House of 
Commons, as the next Bishop of Dover. 

Rose will succeed the Rt Revd Trevor Willmott who retired from 
the role in May this year. She will be consecrated in a service at 
St Paul’s Cathedral on 19 November and installed at Canterbury 
Cathedral on 30 November. 

About Rose 

Rose was born and raised in Jamaica. She 
was educated at Montego Bay High 
School for Girls and later at Birmingham 
University. She trained with the Church 
Army and was commissioned in 1982 as 
an Evangelist. She later trained for 
ordination at Queens Theological College 
on their part-time course; was ordained 
deacon in 1991; priested in 1994 and 
served her title at St Matthew’s Church, 
Willenhall Road in the Diocese of 
Lichfield. 

For sixteen and a half years she served as 
a priest in Hackney (Holy Trinity with 
St Philip, Dalston and All Saints, 
Haggerston). In 2007 she was appointed 
as a Chaplain to Her Majesty the Queen 
and in 2010, she became the first female 

appointed to the position of the 79th Chaplain to the Speaker of the House of 
Commons. In November 2014, she took on the additional responsibility as Priest 
in Charge of city church, St Mary-at-Hill near Monument. 

She has previously served as a member of the General Synod of the Church of 
England and also as one of the Panel of Chairs of the Synod. She has twice 
represented the Church of England at the World Council of Churches (in Zimbabwe 
& Brazil); she served as its priest representative on the Anglican Consultative 
Council for 9 years. She also served as a Selection Secretary for the Church of 
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England, helping to select men and women seeking to test their vocation to the 
ministry. She does numerous preaching and speaking engagements nationally 
(and occasionally overseas). She was a member of the Broadcasting Standards 
Commission and has wide experience of media engagement including some 
religious broadcasting. 

Rose is married to Kenneth, a prison Chaplain and they have 3 adult children. 

Hitchin Concert Band on tour 
conducted by Alison Eales 

presents 
A Family Concert for a Summer Evening 

Soloist: Joseph Pickard (trumpet) 
St Nicholas Church Otham 

Saturday 17 August at 7.45 pm 

The programme will include Dvorak Slavonic Dances, Mama Mia, 
Haydn Trumpet Concerto, Thunderbirds, Symphonic Gershwin & many 
other family favourites. 

We are very pleased to welcome the Hitchin Concert Band to St Nicholas to give 
what promises to be a delightful concert of music to suit all tastes. Joseph Pickard 
and his family are well known to the congregation at the Otham family services; he 
is an absolutely outstanding young player having become Young Musician of 
Maidstone while still only 11 and at Madginford Primary School. This will be a great 
opportunity to hear him play one of the world’s greatest pieces of trumpet music. 

Tickets at £8 (including refreshments) will be available on the door; entry for under 
16s will be free. We are most grateful to the band for donating all money raised to 
the church. 

http://www.hitchinconcertband.co.uk 

http://www.hitchinconcertband.co.uk/
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Otham Fete 2019 

An enjoyable afternoon was had by all those who 
attended this year’s Fete on Saturday 15 June. 
The weather was kind to us this year with warm 
and dry conditions prevailing, although the 
gentle breeze did require some extra 
reinforcements for some of the lovely gazebos 
which adorn Otham village green. 

The organising committee were so indebted to the large number of helpful 
volunteers who turned out at 8.00 am to lend a hand in the construction of the 
gazebos and laying out of the central arena. This is not a quick or easy job, but it is 
vital to ensure that the green is prepared for our army of stall holders. They in turn 
give up their time and talents to entertain and serve the large numbers of local 
people who turn out to enjoy the day. 

As in keeping with previous years, we maintained a traditional village fete theme 
by running stalls which included jam, fruit, cakes, books, plants, jewellery, bottle 
tombola, children’s toy tombola and white elephant. In addition, we offered 
tea/cakes and burgers and so many people stopped to relax and enjoy the food as 
the fun unfolded. 

The game stalls were also a great draw and 
people returned repeatedly in seeking to beat 
their golf challenge score, win the ‘Play your 
cards right’ and secure another bar of 
chocolate from the ‘Human fruit machine’. We 
were fortunate also to secure some splendid 
prizes for the Fete Raffle and this too proved 
to be very successful. 

The central arena entertainment included the 
annual ‘Woofs dog show’, Directions Dance 
Group, children’s races and the tug-of-war (in 
which the girls were victorious). We were also 
pleased to be entertained by local band ‘Late 
Arrival’ who played some popular numbers to 
get everyone in the mood and by a number of 
young drummers who are receiving tuition 
from ‘Drumwise’, a local drumming group. 
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Keeping us all to time was our MC, Charles Tanswell who gives up 
his time to help us each year. We were also delighted to welcome 
newly appointed vicar Mark Pavey and his lovely family to their 
first Otham and Langley Church Fete. Mark opened the event and 
chatted with many people about his vision for the church and the 
new timetable of services. 

Feedback from those who attended has been excellent again this year, with so 
many people congratulating us on another fun packed afternoon for all age 
groups. This fete continues to attract families with three generations attending, 
which creates much traditional fun for so many. 

Next year’s fete will take place on Saturday 20 June, 2020. Please reserve the date 
in your diary. If you can help us in any way, do contact either Scott Raffle on 01622 
863 089 or Anne Salmon on 01622 532 029. 

See you all next year on Otham Village Green! 

Scott Raffle 

Thank you! 
 

 

The fete raised £3,563.83. For this we must thank Sean Charlton, Scott Raffle and 
Anne Salmon for the hard work they put in to our Fete again this year. Otham and 
Langley are so lucky to have them to provide their organisational expertise. 

Having completed the detailed preparation on the Friday evening, Sean and Scott 
were back at 07.00 am on the Saturday morning and were still there 12 hours later 
ensuring that the Green was cleared and everything back into storage for 
next year. 

Scott brought in colleagues from work and from Willington Players to help on 
the day and special thanks are due to Sean’s extended family, who organise the 
refreshments for us each year and deliver very welcome cups of tea to the 
stallholders throughout the afternoon. 

Anthea Gwinnett and Dot Hooker 

If you have a notice that you would like to be considered for inclusion in Pew News 
(the weekly service sheet), please contact: 
David Mitchell - dmitchell.wg@btinternet.com (01622 739 129) 
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News from St Mary 

Our service pattern continues with services every Sunday 
at 11.00 am at Langley so do remember us - should you find 
the 9.30 am service at Otham a little early! 

The next Open Day at St Mary's Langley is on Saturday 
10 August from 10.30 am until 2.00 pm when Maria and 
Denise will be back to serve up the usual delicious fresh 
sandwiches, ploughmans, homemade cakes, tea and coffee 
and of course the usual warm welcome and friendly chat. 

Also please put 14 September in your diary as the last of this year's Open Days. 

We are still looking for volunteers for the flower rota, cleaning rota or just general 
maintenance and gardening jobs. If you are able to 'donate' an hour or two then 
please contact one of the Church Wardens in the first place - many thanks. 

Maria Mackelden and Steve Christmas 

Langley Parish Council 

Parish Councillors will be undertaking a litter pick on Friday, 2 August, meeting at 
the Village Hall at 10.30am. If any residents would like to come and help, please 
do contact the Parish Clerk. 

The Parish Council has awarded two grants to the Village Hall Management 
Committee. £2,500 towards replacement CCTV and £1,000 towards roof repairs. 

Councillors are looking to upgrade the play area with some new equipment. Plans 
are currently at an initial stage - garnering ideas and costings before applying 
for grants. 

As you may be aware from national press, the usual Bank Holiday Monday in May 
2020 is moving to Friday 8 May to take into account VE Day 75 celebrations. Would 
Langley residents be keen to get involved in putting on an event at the recreation 
ground/village hall? Please do contact the Parish Clerk if you can help. 

Our next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 17 September at 7.45 pm 
in the Committee Room of Langley Village Hall. 

Helen Anderson 
Parish Clerk 
Telephone: 07944 668 802; email: langleypc@hotmail.co.uk 
Visit our website www.langleypc.kentparishes.gov.uk  

mailto:langleypc@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.langleypc.kentparishes.gov.uk/
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BELLRINGING AT THE FETE! 

 

It would have been impossible to transport the bells from Otham Church to the 
Fete, so how could we demonstrate and invite people to have a go? The solution 
was to take the Church’s HANDBELLS. 

It was a great joy to see the bells on display, as well as to hear ringers who were 
not running other stalls demonstrating some basic techniques. But better still was 
the opportunity for non-ringers to have a go. It was more difficult than it first 
appeared. To ring a bell clearly, in the right order, and with a constant rhythm was 
the challenge. Many persevered during the afternoon. 

The display was illustrated by information boards, and all received an invitation to 
try “the real thing” at Otham Tower on Wednesday afternoons and/or Thursday 
evenings. Those who had a go felt a real sense of satisfaction. 

Richard Love 

PARISH MAGAZINE 
To receive a copy of the Parish Magazine on a regular basis, please contact the 
Editor, or Jill Barratt (01622 862 471). 

The yearly subscription is £8.00. If you would like your copies to be sent by post, 
the cost is £14.00, to include postage and packing.  
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Messy Church goes Green 
 

At our last Messy Church before the summer break the children planted the 
sunflowers they had grown from seed in the Church garden. Do pop round the 
other side of the wall near the seat in the graveyard to see them, and perhaps give 
them a drop of water should they need it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Quiz Nights at 

St Nicholas 

 

Take place on the 
second Wednesday of the month 

(except January and August) 

Bring your own nibbles and drinks 

The next one will be on 
Wednesday 11 September 
at 7.30 pm in the church 

For more details contact 

Diane Mitchell 
(739129) or 

Peter Bodycombe 
(746462) 
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MADGINFORD WI REPORT 
 

 
At our July meeting our speaker was Catherine Hook whose talk was entitled 'Sloe 
Gin and Chocolate Seduction'. We found this very entertaining, especially with the 
recent increase of interest in new and exciting flavours of gin. 

The garden group visited Torry Hill and had a wonderful day. The weather was 
warm and sunny and the gardens all looked at their best. The group met Lady 
Kingsdown who told them about the house and gardens. 

The craft group were delighted with the decorations that they made for the stall 
at the Bearsted Fayre, especially when it was awarded joint second place for the 
best dressed stall. The group are now making Smoothie Bottle Hats for 
Age Concern 

The lunch club enjoyed their meal at the Toby and will definitely visit again. 

We don't meet in August so our next meeting is on 12 September and our speaker 
will be Wilf Lower, who will talk about 'Lost Empires - The last days of musicals'. 

Meetings are held on the second Thursday of the month (except August). at 
Madginford Hall, Egremont Road, Bearsted 8.00 pm to 10.00 pm. For more 
information telephone 01622 737 500.  

 

 

WEALD SCHOOL OF DANCE 

 

 

Classes held at Langley & Sutton Valence 
for children and adults 

 

 R.A.D. Ballet & I.S.T.D.  Ta, Modern & Street Dance  
 Annual Show and students entered for examinations  

   

 Carole Gould L.R.A.D. A.R.A.D.  
   

 Tel. 07983 266 793  

 www.wealdschoolofdance.co.uk  

 

Copy for the SEPTEMBER edition needs to be with the Editor before 
10 AUGUST 

Please send contributions for this and later editions to 
editor.twospires@gmail.com or call 07501 250 851 

mailto:editor.twospires@gmail.com


15   



16 

  



17 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The White Horse Inn 
White Horse Lane, Otham  ME15 8RG 

 

All Day Breakfast with free tea and coffee 
Served from 09.30 am prices from £4.99 

 

Lunch served daily from 12.30 pm 
Traditional Irish food and fresh vegetables 

 

Traditional Sunday lunch carvery £9.95 
Choice of meats, Yorkshire puddings, stuffing & fresh vegetables 

 

Bed & Breakfast - en suite rooms 
 

REAL ALES £3.00 
 

For more information: 
Contact  01622 862 069   Mobile  07521 012 315 

 

AMH 
Carpentry & Joinery 

Painting & Decorating 
UPVC-Facias & Soffits 

T HIGHSTED 

 

53 Spot Lane 
Bearsted 
Maidstone 
Kent 
ME15 8NX 

 

City & Guilds 
and CSCS Scheme 

  

01622 734 254 
07500 231 289 

 

Need a Good 

Plasterer? 
 

Plastering – Reskim over Artex 

Decorating – Coving and cornice 

Free Estimates 
 

T: 01622 661 780 

M: 07971 919 694 

Email: 

d-j-terry@hotmail.co.uk 
 

www.davidterry-plastering.co.uk 
 

David Terry 
17 Farleigh Court 

Farleigh Lane 

Maidstone  ME16 7BJ 
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Sarah Willsey MCFHP MAFHP 

Foot Health Professional 
 

Mobile Foot Health Professional service in the comfort 
of your own home 

 
TREATMENTS 

• Corns & calluses PRICES 

• Hard skin £38 first appointment 

• Verrucas £35 follow up 

• Ingrown toe nails 

• Thickened fungal nails Over 65: 

• Cracked heels £33 first appointment 

• Toe nail cutting and care £30 follow up 

• Diabetic, High Risk Foot Care & Advice 
 

Clinic: 01622 438 550 Mobile: 07500 041 535 
Email: sarah@yourhealthyfeet.co.uk 
Web: www.yourhealthyfeet.co.uk 
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Compassionate and caring service 

for the bereaved day or night 

(24-hour telephones) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael Lawrence 
Funeral Director 

 
4 Cavendish Way, Bearsted, 

Maidstone, Kent  ME15 8PW 
bearsted@familyfuneralservice.net 

01622 260 200 
 

6 Marlborough Parade, Beverley Road, Barming, 

Maidstone, Kent  ME16 9JN 
barming@familyfuneralservice.net 

01622 260 210 

 

www.familyfuneralservice.net 
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Parish Diary 
AUGUST 

1 Thu 11.30am Communion, Vale Nursing Home Graham Bibby 632411 
1 Thu 7.00pm Novice Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
7 Wed 2.30pm Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
8 Thu 7.00pm Novice Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 

10 Sat 10.30am Open Church, St Mary Maria Mackelden 861783 
14 Wed 2.30pm Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
15 Thu 7.00pm Novice Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
17 Sat 7.45pm Friends of Otham Church Concert 

Hitchin Concert Band, St Nicholas 
Hugh Vaux 861245 

21 Wed 2.30pm Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
22 Thu 3.00pm Tea Party, St Nicholas Joan Palmer 202239 
22 Thu 7.00pm Novice Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
28 Wed 2.30pm Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
29 Thu 7.00pm Novice Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 

Other dates for your diary 

SEPTEMBER 

8 Sun 3.00pm Friends of Otham Church AGM, 
St Nicholas 

Hugh Vaux 861245 

14 Sat 10.30am Open Church, St Mary Maria Mackelden 861783 

OCTOBER 

6 Sun 3.00pm Friends of Otham Church Concert 
Trevor Brearley, Organ, St Nicholas 

Hugh Vaux 861245 

 

Please send any additions/amendments to the Editor, Malcolm Kersey 

editor.twospires@gmail.com (07501 250 851) as soon as you have a date. 
 

When organising an event in one of the churches, please ensure that the building 
is available. For St Nicholas, contact the Editor. For St Mary, please contact: 

Maria Mackelden mackelden888@btinternet.com (01622 861 783) 
 

Magazine Production Team 
 

Editor Malcolm Kersey 07501 250 851 
Publisher Dot Hooker 01622 746 571 
Advertising Maggie Chainey 01622 201 231 
Production & distribution David Shirley 01622 737 684 
Subscriptions Jill Barratt 01622 862 471 
Parish-wide distribution David Blake 01622 861 382 



 

 

Hitchin Concert Band 

Conductor: Alison Eales 

Soloist: Joseph Pickard (Trumpet) 

 

ST NICHOLAS CHURCH OTHAM 

Saturday 17 August at 7.45 pm 

 

Tickets £8 (including interval refreshments) 
available at the door 

Free entry for under 16s 
 
 
 

All proceeds will be used for the  
benefit of Otham Church 


