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CONTACT NUMBERS 
 

TEAM VICAR REV MARK PAVEY 394757  
ASSOCIATE PRIEST REV DAVID BOND 202239  
TEAM MISSIONER GRAHAM BIBBY 632411  
CHURCHWARDENS STEVE CHRISTMAS 843761  
 MARIA MACKELDEN 861783  
 DAVID MITCHELL 739129  
 

PARISH GROUPS & CONNECTED ORGANISATIONS 
 

PCC SECRETARY GILL GYMER 737117  
 brent.gymer@gmail.com 
PCC TREASURER DAVID BLAKE 861382  
 

SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS STEVE CHRISTMAS 843761  

BERYL CHARLTON 862235  
 

GIFT AID SECRETARY DIANE MITCHELL 739129  
 11 Spur Way, Bearsted 
READERS & SIDESPEOPLE JOAN PALMER 202239  
MESSY CHURCH LYNN BLAKE 861382 OTHAM 
BELL RINGERS MALWYN WILLIAMS 861143 OTHAM 
 

CHURCH CLEANING MICHAEL LADDS 861029 OTHAM 
 BERYL CHARLTON 862235 LANGLEY 
CHURCH FLOWERS DIANE MITCHELL 739129 OTHAM 
 MARIA MACKELDEN 861783 LANGLEY 
 

PARISH MAGAZINE EDITOR, MALCOLM KERSEY 07501 250 851 
PARISH DIARY AND WEBSITE editor.twospires@gmail.com 

 www.othamlangley.org 
 

FRIENDS OF OTHAM CHURCH HUGH VAUX 861245  
 

OTHAM HISTORY SOCIETY SYLVIA WADESON 745848  
MADGINFORD SENIORS CLUB DAPHNE BOWER 734829  

Madginford Hall - Wednesday 12 noon - 3.30 pm during term time 
LANGLEY OVER 60 CLUB MARIA MACKELDEN 861783  

Langley Village Hall - 2nd & 4th Tuesday each month 2.00 pm 
 

BEARSTED SCOUT GROUP NICK ROSS 07720 061 958 
    
 

Please inform the Editor of any changes, or other contacts to be included 
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WORSHIP IN OUR CHURCHES FOR JULY 
and early AUGUST 

 

Thursday 4 July 9.30 OTHAM Holy Communion 
    

Sunday 7 July 9.30 OTHAM Holy Communion 
Trinity 3 11.00 LANGLEY Holy Communion 
 11.00 LEEDS Eucharist 
    

Thursday 11 July 9.30 OTHAM Holy Communion 
    

Sunday 14 July 9.30 OTHAM Holy Communion 
Trinity 4 11.00 LANGLEY All Age Worship 
 15.30 BROOMFIELD Well Dressing Service 
    

Thursday 18 July 9.30 OTHAM Holy Communion 
    

Sunday 21 July 9.30 OTHAM Family Worship 
Trinity 5 11.00 LANGLEY Holy Communion 
 11.00 LEEDS Eucharist 
    

Thursday 25 July 9.30 OTHAM Holy Communion 
     

Sunday 28 July 9.30 OTHAM Holy Communion 
Trinity 6 11.00 LANGLEY Holy Communion 
 11.00 KINGSWOOD Family Communion 
     

Thursday 1 August 9.30 LANGLEY Holy Communion 
    

Sunday 4 August 9.30 OTHAM Holy Communion 
Trinity 7 11.00 LANGLEY Holy Communion 
 11.00 LEEDS Eucharist 

Please note that changes to services and events may occur after the magazine 
goes to print. Where possible, alterations will be shown on the website. 

If you would like to enquire about Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals, or you 
wish to inform the Clergy about someone in the parish who is ill or in hospital 
please contact Mark Pavey (01622 394 757) or David Bond (01622 202 239). 

If you have a notice that you would like to be considered for inclusion in Pew News 
(the weekly service sheet), please contact: 

David Mitchell - dmitchell.wg@btinternet.com (01622 739 129)  
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Best night ever!? 
 
I’ve been having a debate with my wife recently as to who had the best night. The 
date was 1 June and I managed to purchase a couple of tickets for her and a friend 
to go and see Michael Bublé at the O2 arena. We both enjoy listening to Bublé but 
on this occasion I was unable to go with her. I’d like to say that it was because I 
had to look after the kids, or had an important meeting, but the truth is that 
actually I’m a huge Liverpool fan and they were playing in the Champions League 
final against Tottenham and this was too big a game to miss! I felt quite bad about 
it but there was no way I was going to miss it. The game itself was awful (not a 
classic final)…. but the result was magnificent! And, like my wife, I too, spent much 
of the night dancing and singing! I’ll let you decide who had the better night. Either 
way we both had a better night than the Tottenham fan who sold me the Bublé 
tickets so he could watch the final as well. 

There was a moment, though, at the end of the game that stuck with me. As the 
players were celebrating with each other, preparing themselves to lift the trophy, 
one of the players, the goal keeper Alisson Becker, took off his Liverpool shirt to 
reveal another T shirt that simply had a picture of a cross, an equals sign, and a 
heart… The cross = love. 

It made me reflect on the question why certain players choose some of the biggest 
sporting platforms to share a Christian message? 

Perhaps they wear the shirts deliberately to send a message to any Christian who 
will see it, in the hope that they can influence Christians in a positive way to stand 
up for their faith. Maybe their hopes are much bigger and they are praying for 
anyone who might be struggling or searching for answers to look to a God who 
would die on a cross for us...who knows?  

Interestingly, when I showed my wife the picture of Becker’s t-shirt, she showed 
me a video of Michael Bublé at the concert speaking of his faith and gratefulness 
to God, and to people who prayed for him and his family during his son’s illness. 
What I find fascinating is that people in the O2 cheered, and millions of people still 

Letter from the Vicarage 



5 

see Alisson Becker as a sporting hero. Their willingness to stand up and be honest 
about their faith is something to be admired and by which to be challenged. How 
do I let people know about my faith? If I truly believe that God loves the person I 
am speaking to at the time… why wouldn’t I share it? 

I mentioned in a sermon recently that I had read an article in Psychology Today 
that suggested that the biggest human desire is to be known and loved. Not known 
as in fame, but known for whom we really are, faults and all. If this is true, then 
the cross = love is a vitally important message that needs to be shared because as 
Paul wrote ‘when we were still sinners, Christ died for us’. In other words, we are 
known by God and loved by Him.  

I don’t know who had the best night on the 1st of June, personally I hope it’s 
someone who heard Becker or Bublé’s message and was transformed by the 
realisation that they are Loved by God. 

Rev Mark 

PARISH MAGAZINE 
To receive a copy of the Parish Magazine on a regular basis, please contact the 
Editor, or Jill Barratt (01622 862 471). 

The yearly subscription is £8.00. If you would like your copies to be sent by post, 
the cost is £14.00, to include postage and packing. 

 

 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 

2019 

Now that all the monies are in following Christian Aid week, I can confirm that we 
collected a total of £580.80 across the Parish. Most of this was donated by both 
congregations but it was supplemented by collections in Audley Mote House, 
Kingsacre and Monksdown. 
 
The total is considerably less than collected in previous years (£1,386 in 2018) but 
as advised we were unable to carry out the door to door collections. However, I 
have no doubt that Christian Aid will nevertheless appreciate the support from 
Otham and Langley to help in carrying out their important work. 
 

Peter Bodycombe  
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News from St Mary 

We are now settling down into our regular family-friendly 
services every Sunday at 11.00 am. Our next Open Day is 
Saturday 13 July from 10.30 am until 2.00 pm at which we 
will be serving the usual fresh sandwiches, ploughman 
lunches and cakes. 

We would like to thank Philip and Sean Charlton for the 
work done on the churchyard as it now looks very neat 
and tidy again. 

Maria Mackelden and Steve Christmas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOREIGN COINS and NOTES 
 

Turn your unwanted foreign or old British 
coins/notes in to cash. The foreign money is 
converted in to Sterling and the proceeds are 
donated to Water Aid. 

Please put your donations in the jar at the back 
of either at Otham or Langley church, where you 
should see another jar for loose change – which 
is also passed on to Water Aid. 

  

From the registers 

May 2019 

 

Baptisms 

Jackson Lenard McDermid 
Rhys Davis Bates 

Weddings 

Louise Blundell and Darryl Roberts 
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Editorial Note 

Please may I thank those who distributed the June edition of Two Spires to every 
home in the Parish - in particular Graham Bibby who delivered to all the new 
houses in Langley Park.  

The Magazine Group appreciates that some of our volunteers are finding deliveries 
more difficult as advancing years take their toll. With this in mind please do let us 
know of any delivery difficulties – particularly if you are not provided with the 
correct number of copies. Please do remember that it is better to send an email or 
provide written details of the difficulties as we tend to forget spoken messages! 

As the number of houses occupied on Langley Park grows, and further housing 
developments in the parish commence, we would appreciate more volunteers 
who are willing to deliver the next parish-wide issue in November.  Delivery should 
not take more than an hour. 

Thank you 

Malcolm Kersey 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?.? ? ? ? ? 

Quiz Nights at St Nicholas 

Take place on the second Wednesday 
of the month (except January and August) 

Bring your own nibbles and drinks 

The next one will be on 

Wednesday 10 July at 7.30 pm in the church 
(when the Editor will be the Quizmaster!) 

For more details contact 

Diane Mitchell (739129) or Peter Bodycombe (746462) 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?.? ? ? ? ? 

Barbara Sutton 
 
I would like to thank everyone who attended Barbara's funeral and for all your 
kindness, support and prayers for Mum in recent times which she really 
appreciated. Thank you so much. 
 

Alison Sutton  
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Langley Parish Council 

At our recent AGM, Cllr Cheryl Taylor-Maggio was once again re-elected as 
Chairman for the forthcoming year and Cllr Jill Williams has taken on the role as 
Vice-Chairman. 

Following our last report, information from Kent County Council was received that 
the bus pilot project for the number 13 bus has been delayed due to infrastructure 
issues at the Morrisons new terminal. We have not been given any time frame as 
to when this service will start but we will keep you updated. 

Are you interested in looking after our village? Would you consider becoming a 
Parish Councillor? We are looking for an additional person who lives or works in 
Langley or within a 3-mile radius; aged 18 or over, and have been registered on 
the electoral roll for at least a year. We usually meet just 10 months of the year 
(no August or December meeting) on the 3rd Tuesday in Langley Village Hall 
Committee Room. If you would like further information, please do contact our 
Parish Clerk whose details are listed below. 

Each year the parish Council must complete an Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return (AGAR) which is reviewed by an external auditor appointed 
by Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd. Any person interested has the 
right to inspect and make copies of the accounting records for the financial year 
to which the audit relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts 
and other documents relating to those records must be made available for 
inspection by any interested person. For the year ended 31 March 2019, these 
documents will be available on reasonable notice by application to the Parish Clerk 
available on reasonable notice by application to the Parish Clerk up until Friday, 
26 July. 

Our next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 16 July at 7.45 pm in the 
Committee Room of Langley Village Hall. 

Helen Anderson 
Parish Clerk 
16 Chaplin Drive, Headcorn, TN27 9TN 
Telephone: 07944 668 802; email: langleypc@hotmail.co.uk 
Visit our website www.langleypc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

  

mailto:langleypc@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.langleypc.kentparishes.gov.uk/
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St Swithun 

Most people will be aware of the popular link between St Swithun and the 
weather; if it rains on St Swithun’s Day, 15 July, then it will rain for forty days. 
Modern weather forecasting has largely disproved this assertion, but what of the 
Saint himself? 

Swithun was a trusted advisor to the Saxon kings Egbert and Ethelwulf and was 
Bishop of Winchester from 853 until his death in 863. He wanted a simple and 
humble grave that would be out in the open and so he was buried in front of the 
west door of the Saxon Old Minster where he rested in peace for over a century. 

However, a later bishop decided that a new community of Benedictine monks 
needed a new, purpose-made patron saint. So Swithun’s bones were dug up and 
placed them in a reliquary inside the Old Minster building. This act had 
consequences; it was claimed that as this was against Swithun’s wishes; when the 
saint’s bones were moved on his feast day, 15 July 971, a terrible storm broke out, 
lasting for forty days and nights. It was the start of the association with bad 
weather! 

Sadly, worse was to follow; in the eleventh century, Swithun was moved again. His 
reliquary was installed in a tomb behind the high altar of the new Norman 
cathedral. The tomb became a major site for pilgrims, many seeking to be healed 
from illness. In 1476, a new, even larger shrine was inaugurated at the cathedral. 
It must have been a striking sight, festooned with gifts offered by grateful pilgrims 
of silver, gold and jewels which glittered in the candlelight and clouds of incense. 

The cult of St Swithun and his shrine came to an abrupt end during the 
Reformation, when King Henry VIII declared himself head of the Church of England. 
On 21 September 1538, under cover of darkness, the King’s Commissioners 
dismantled it and took away all the precious gifts. 

A modern representation of 
Swithun’s reliquary now stands 
in Winchester cathedral and 
occupies the position of his tomb 
in 1476: 
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Next meetings 8 July 

and 9 September 

at 3.30 pm 
 

The Messy Church team attended Downswood Fete on 1 June to encourage 
families to attend our monthly meetings and to let them know about the new 
service pattern at our churches: 

 

Messy church is held at St Nicholas on the second Monday of each month (except 
August) 3.30 pm - 5.30 pm We mostly attract junior school children with their 
mums/carers but would love to welcome other age groups.  So, if you fancy an 
afternoon of fun crafts, games, colouring, stories and rounding off with a tasty tea, 
then please come along but please let me know beforehand if you are thinking of 
bringing children so we can adequately cater for all who attend. 

Lynn Blake 
01622 861 382 
lynnkingswell@hotmail.co.uk 
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Afternoon Tea Parties at St Nicholas 

 

Why not come and join us for afternoon tea? Here is an opportunity to meet 
and make new friends. On the fourth Thursday of every month the church 
building becomes a tea room where anyone can join us for a lovely spread 
of sandwiches and cakes. We never quite know what food will be on offer 
as it is all home-made. You will be plied with ample cups of tea, hopefully 
have a good chat and join in the raffle. There is no charge for the afternoon 
but participants have the opportunity to make a contribution towards the 
costs if they wish to do so. 

Anyone from our surrounding community is welcome and lifts can be 
provided for those who need them. Our next Tea Party will be on 25 July at 
3.00 pm. We are sure you would enjoy both the food and the companionship 

so why not give us a try? To request a lift or for further details please call 
me on 01622 202 239. We look forward to meeting you. 

Joan Palmer 

 

SUTTON VALENCE CHORAL SOCIETY 

Summer Concert 
Saturday 6 July at 7.30 pm 
Sutton Valence School  ME17 3HL 

 

This year Sutton Valence Choral Society’s Summer Concert is a rich variety 
of music: Elgar, Bruckner and Handel for the aficionados;  Lotti, Rutter and 
Fauré for those who prefer a little church music; and Kentish folksongs for 
those who really want to join in. Mix that all up with a taste of Sir Arthur 
Sullivan, Camille Saint-Saëns and some really fun items, and this will be a 
summer’s entertainment that you cannot miss. 

All this takes place in the wonderful buildings of Sutton Valence School, but 
you will need to leave time to enjoy a glass of wine on the lawn beforehand. 

Tickets at £10.00 from are available from choir members, 
via the website at www.suttonvalencechoral.com, 

by email from pamela.hipkins@btinternet.com and on the door. 

http://www.suttonvalencechoral.com/
mailto:pamela.hipkins@btinternet.com
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MADGINFORD WI REPORT 

 

At our June meeting our speaker was Anna Parkinson who told us about 'Garden 
Plants for Health and Healing' which we found very interesting and gave us 
something to think about. 

The garden group visited Belmont House at Faversham which was wonderful, the 
roses were just coming into bloom and looked beautiful. The staff were very 
helpful and informative, and the visit ended with a delicious tea. 

The craft group are having a 'knit and natter' session for their next meeting to 
which they are looking forward. 

The lunch club are making plans to go to The Toby for their next meal, they have 
heard promising reviews so this should be a good outing. 

Our next meeting is 11th July and our speaker is Katherine Hook who will tell us 
about 'Sloe Seduction'. 

Meetings are held on the second Thursday of the month (except August). at 
Madginford Hall, Egremont Road, Bearsted 8.00 pm to 10.00 pm. For more 
information telephone 01622 737 500.  

 

 

WEALD SCHOOL OF DANCE 

 

 

Classes held at Langley & Sutton Valence 
for children and adults 

 

 R.A.D. Ballet & I.S.T.D.  Ta, Modern & Street Dance  
 Annual Show and students entered for examinations  

   

 Carole Gould L.R.A.D. A.R.A.D.  
   

 Tel. 07983 266 793  

 www.wealdschoolofdance.co.uk  

 

Copy for the AUGUST 2019 edition needs to be with the Editor before 
10 JULY 

Please send contributions for this and later editions to 
editor.twospires@gmail.com 

or call 07501 250 851 
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The White Horse Inn 
White Horse Lane, Otham  ME15 8RG 

 

All Day Breakfast with free tea and coffee 
Served from 09.30 am prices from £4.99 

 

Lunch served daily from 12.30 pm 
Traditional Irish food and fresh vegetables 

 

Traditional Sunday lunch carvery £9.95 
Choice of meats, Yorkshire puddings, stuffing & fresh vegetables 

 

Bed & Breakfast - en suite rooms 
 

REAL ALES £3.00 
 

For more information: 
Contact  01622 862 069   Mobile  07521 012 315 

 

AMH 
Carpentry & Joinery 

Painting & Decorating 
UPVC-Facias & Soffits 

T HIGHSTED 

 

53 Spot Lane 
Bearsted 
Maidstone 
Kent 
ME15 8NX 

 

City & Guilds and CSCS 
Scheme 

  

01622 734 254 
07500 231 289 

 

Need a Good 

Plasterer? 
 

Plastering – Reskim over Artex 

Decorating – Coving and cornice 

Free Estimates 
 

T: 01622 661 780 

M: 07971 919 694 

Email: 

d-j-terry@hotmail.co.uk 
 

www.davidterry-plastering.co.uk 
 

David Terry 
17 Farleigh Court 

Farleigh Lane 

Maidstone  ME16 7BJ 



17 
  



18 

Sarah Willsey MCFHP MAFHP 

Foot Health Professional 
 

Mobile Foot Health Professional service in the comfort 
of your own home 

 
TREATMENTS 

• Corns & calluses PRICES 

• Hard skin £38 first appointment 

• Verrucas £35 follow up 

• Ingrown toe nails Over 65: 

• Thickened fungal nails £33 first appointment 

• Cracked heels £30 follow up 

• Toe nail cutting and care 

• Diabetic and High Risk Foot Care and Advice 
 

Clinic: 01622 438 550 Mobile: 07500 041 535 
Email: sarah@yourhealthyfeet.co.uk 
Web: www.yourhealthyfeet.co.uk 
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Compassionate and caring service 

for the bereaved day or night 

(24-hour telephones) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael Lawrence 
Funeral Director 

 
4 Cavendish Way, Bearsted, 

Maidstone, Kent  ME15 8PW 
bearsted@familyfuneralservice.net 

01622 260 200 
 

6 Marlborough Parade, Beverley Road, Barming, 

Maidstone, Kent  ME16 9JN 
barming@familyfuneralservice.net 

01622 260 210 

 

www.familyfuneralservice.net 
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Useful Numbers 
 

Non-emergency police 101  
Non-emergency medical (NHS) 111  
   

Samaritans (24-hour FREE call) 116 123  
Samaritans Maidstone 01622 674 444  
NSPCC 0800 800 5000  
   

Action on Elder Abuse 0808 808 8141  
Domestic Violence Helpline  0808 2000 247  
Victim Supportline 0808 1689 111  
   

Relate Maidstone 01892 529 927  
Age UK Maidstone 01622 753 618  
Alzheimer’s Society 01622 747 181  
   

CarersUK Adviceline 0808 808 7777  
Citizens Advice Bureau Maidstone 01622 752 420  
National Debtline 0808 808 4000  
   

Action Fraud (Fraud and Cyber Crime) 0300 123 2040  
   

Kent County Council 03000 414 141  
Maidstone Borough Council  01622 602 000  
   

Civil Parish Clerks:   
 Otham & Downswood 01622 717 466 Teresa Irving 
 Langley 01622 891 945 Helen Anderson 
 Bearsted 01622 630 165 Sarah Lewis 
 Boughton Monchelsea 01622 744 969  

 

Kent Messenger Correspondent 07736 592 918 Tim Mumford 
Otham, Langley & Downswood timothy.mumford1988@gmail.com 

   

Utility company emergencies: Gas 0800 111 999  
   (Leaks and interrupted supply) Electricity 0800 783 8838  
 Water 0333 000 0365  

Magazine Production Team 
 

Editor Malcolm Kersey 07501 250 851 
Publisher Dot Hooker 01622 746 571 
Advertising Maggie Chainey 01622 201 231 
Production & distribution David Shirley 01622 737 684 
Subscriptions Jill Barratt 01622 862 471 
Parish-wide distribution David Blake 01622 861 382 
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Parish Diary 
JULY 

2 Tue 8.00pm Downswood Parish Council meeting, 
Downswood Community Centre 

Teresa Irving 717466 

3 Wed 2.30pm Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
4 Thu 11.30am Communion, Vale Nursing Home Graham Bibby 632411 
4 Thu 7.00pm Novice Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
8 Mon 10.00am Church recorders meeting, St Mary Bruce Rylands 840165 
8 Mon 3.30pm Messy Church, St Nicholas Lynn Blake 861382 
8 Mon 7.45pm Otham Parish Council meeting, 

Otham Village Hall 
Teresa Irving 717466 

10 Wed 2.30pm Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
10 Wed 7.30pm Quiz Night, St Nicholas Diane Mitchell 739129 
11 Thu 7.00pm Novice Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
13 Sat 10.30am Open Church, St Mary Maria Mackelden 861783 
16 Tue 7.45pm Langley Parish Council meeting, 

Committee Room, Langley Village Hall 
Helen Anderson 891945 

17 Wed 2.30pm Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
18 Thu 7.00pm Novice Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
22 Mon 7.30pm Parochial Church Council, St Nicholas Gill Gymer 737117 
24 Wed 2.30pm Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
25 Thu 3.00pm Tea Party, St Nicholas Joan Palmer 202239 
25 Thu 7.00pm Novice Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
31 Wed 2.30pm Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 

Other dates for your diary 
AUGUST 

10 Sat 10.30am Open Church, St Mary Maria Mackelden 861783 
17 Sat 7.45pm Friends of Otham Church Concert 

Hitchin Concert Band, St Nicholas 
Hugh Vaux 861245 

SEPTEMBER 

8 Sun 3.00pm Friends of Otham Church AGM, 
St Nicholas 

Hugh Vaux 861245 

14 Sat 10.30am Open Church, St Mary Maria Mackelden 861783 
 

Please send any additions/amendments to the Editor, Malcolm Kersey 

editor.twospires@gmail.com (07501 250 851) as soon as you have a date. 
 

When organising an event in one of the churches, please ensure that the building 
is available. For St Nicholas, contact the Editor. For St Mary, please contact: 

Maria Mackelden mackelden888@btinternet.com (01622 861 783)



 

Summer Concert 

THE HITCHIN 
CONCERT BAND 

 

ST NICHOLAS CHURCH, OTHAM 

Saturday 17 August at 7.45pm 

 

 
 

 
 
The Hitchin Concert Band has 40 members 
playing wind instruments. They will be playing 
at Otham as part of a tour of Kent. This concert 
will feature a solo by our own Joseph Pickard. 


