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CONTACT NUMBERS 
 

TEAM VICAR REV MARK PAVEY 394757  
ASSOCIATE PRIEST REV DAVID BOND 202239  
TEAM MISSIONER GRAHAM BIBBY 632411  
CHURCHWARDENS STEVE CHRISTMAS 843761  
 MARIA MACKELDEN 861783  
 DAVID MITCHELL 739129  
 

PARISH GROUPS & CONNECTED ORGANISATIONS 
 

PCC SECRETARY GILL GYMER 737117  
 brent.gymer@gmail.com 
PCC TREASURER DAVID BLAKE 861382  
 

SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS STEVE CHRISTMAS 843761  

BERYL CHARLTON 862235  
 

GIFT AID SECRETARY DIANE MITCHELL 739129  
 11 Spur Way, Bearsted 
READERS & SIDESPEOPLE JOAN PALMER 202239  
MESSY CHURCH LYNN BLAKE 861382 OTHAM 
BELL RINGERS MALWYN WILLIAMS 861143 OTHAM 
 

CHURCH CLEANING MICHAEL LADDS 861029 OTHAM 
 BERYL CHARLTON 862235 LANGLEY 
CHURCH FLOWERS DIANE MITCHELL 739129 OTHAM 
 MARIA MACKELDEN 861783 LANGLEY 
 

PARISH MAGAZINE EDITOR, MALCOLM KERSEY 07501 250 851 
PARISH DIARY AND WEBSITE editor.twospires@gmail.com 

 www.othamlangley.org 
 

FRIENDS OF OTHAM CHURCH HUGH VAUX 861245  
 

OTHAM HISTORY SOCIETY SYLVIA WADESON 745848  
MADGINFORD SENIORS CLUB DAPHNE BOWER 734829  

Madginford Hall - Wednesday 12 noon - 3.30 pm during term time 
LANGLEY OVER 60 CLUB MARIA MACKELDEN 861783  

Langley Village Hall - 2nd & 4th Tuesday each month 2.00 pm 
 

BEARSTED SCOUT GROUP NICK ROSS 07720 061 958 
    
 

Please inform the Editor of any changes, or other contacts to be included 
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WORSHIP IN OUR CHURCHES FOR MAY 
 

Thursday 2 May 9.30 OTHAM Holy Communion 
    

Sunday 5 May 10.30 OTHAM Holy Communion 
Easter 3 11.00 LEEDS Eucharist 
    

Thursday 9 May 9.30 OTHAM Holy Communion 
    

Sunday 12 May 9.00 OTHAM Holy Communion 
Easter 4 10.30 LANGLEY All Age Worship 
 12.30 OTHAM Baptism 
 15.30 BROOMFIELD Holy Communion 
    

Thursday 16 May 9.30 OTHAM Holy Communion 
    

Sunday 19 May 9.00 LANGLEY Holy Communion 
Easter 5 10.30 OTHAM All Age Worship 
 11.00 LEEDS Eucharist 
    

Thursday 23 May 9.30 OTHAM Holy Communion 
     

Saturday 25 May 15.30 OTHAM Wedding 
    

Sunday 26 May 10.30 LANGLEY Holy Communion 
Easter 6 11.00 KINGSWOOD Holy Communion 
    

Thursday 30 May 9.30 OTHAM Holy Communion 
Ascension Day    

Please note that changes to services and events may occur after the magazine 
goes to print. Where possible, alterations will be shown on the website. 

If you would like to enquire about Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals, or you 
wish to inform the Clergy about someone in the parish who is ill or in hospital 
please contact Mark Pavey (01622 394 757) or David Bond (01622 202 239). 

PARISH MAGAZINE 
The yearly subscription is £8.00. If you would like your copies to be sent by post, 
the cost is £14.00, to include postage and packing. To receive a copy on a regular 
basis, please contact Jill Barratt or the Editor. 

 

Do you have a notice that you would like to be considered for inclusion in the 
weekly service sheet - Pew News? Please contact: 

David Mitchell - dmitchell.wg@btinternet.com (01622 739 129)  
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One month in and I’d like to put an observation to you if I may? 

When I was interviewed for the role of team vicar, one of the key reasons I 
accepted, and felt called to the post, was the overwhelming sense of 
potential across the various churches. I could see that it was particularly 
important to develop opportunities to engage with the local community better 
with a major focus on children and young families. In order to achieve this, 
I believe that we need to address the parents’ primary concerns: Where and 
when is the service each week? Will my child(ren) be happy? In order to 
look at the answer to the latter question. I feel that one must address the 
first. Of course, there may be subsequent questions! 

As a new family to the churches, at best I would describe the current format 
as ‘complicated’, and whilst I’m sure there are positives to the current 
structure (occasional joint services), I’m not convinced we wouldn’t still 
enjoy those under a new format. The essential point is - if we, as the church 
wish to grow and appeal to people outside of the church (which is ultimately 
our role as church along with worship), then we need to come up with a 
solution that simplifies the existing obstacles! With this in mind, I would like 
to propose the following format: 

 9.30 11.00 

1st Sunday Otham Langley 
2nd Sunday Otham Langley 
3rd Sunday Otham Langley 
4th Sunday Otham Langley 

 
It would mean that EVERY Sunday there is a service at Otham and at 
Langley. It would also mean that every Sunday the service time would be 
the same, eliminating any confusion within the community. This change 
would provide a platform to either adapt services or provide child friendly 
worship on a regular basis which would help us address the question; will 
my child(ren) be happy? There is still good scope to hold lots of joint events 
and there remains the potential to have a joint service every 5th Sunday. 

Letter from the Vicarage 
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Ultimately though, there is a God who is so desperate for people to know 
that they are loved by him that he would write himself into our story just so 
we could know him and would then suffer and die so that we could spend 
eternity with him. That is Good News, and the churches are ultimately 
vessels through which this news is shared. If we find we create obstacles 
for people to both know this God and worship him, then we need to question 
what we are doing. At the moment the current pattern, in my eyes, is an 
obstacle and we need to address it. 

I hope this goes some way to explains the rationale behind the new format 
of services. Ideally, I aim to begin this new pattern in June. As I say, if you 
have any questions please feel free to contact me. 

Many thanks 

Rev Mark 

Langley Parish Council 

Thank you to all our residents who attended our Annual Parish Meeting on 
2 April. It was our opportunity as a Parish Council to feedback what have 
been doing throughout the year. We also said goodbye to Parish 
Councillors, Simon Reeves and Roger Hunt as well as our long-term 
Borough Councillor, Paulina Stockell, as they are not standing for election 
this year. We thank them for their time and support throughout the years. 

The Parish Council elections went uncontested, and we now have two 
vacancies to fill by co-option. If you are interested in becoming part of the 
team then please contact the Parish Clerk whose contacts details are 
listed below. 

Kent County Council is scheduled to launch a year-long bus pilot scheme 
which includes a much-improved number 13 service from Hollingbourne to 
Sutton Road (outside Morrisons) where it will terminate and will connect with 
the number 82 to Maidstone or the number 12 to Tenterden. As we write 
this article, we are still awaiting the agreed timetable but we will ensure that 
it is posted on our website and distributed to residents. 

Our next Parish Council meeting which is our AGM will be held on Tuesday 
14 May 2019 at 7.45pm in the Committee Room of Langley Village Hall. 

Helen Anderson 
Parish Clerk     Telephone: 07944 668 802; email: langleypc@hotmail.co.uk  

mailto:langleypc@hotmail.co.uk
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Otham and Langley Fete 
1.30 pm on Saturday 15 June 
 

Plans are already well under way for this year’s 
summer fete on Otham Village Green 

Each year, the families and friends who attend our 
fete thank us for sticking to the traditional fete 
theme and for avoiding the temptation to 
implement commercial type activities. 

To this end, we plan to maintain our traditional stalls 
such as family fun games, fruit, jam, books, children’s tombola, bottle tombola, 
burgers/refreshments and the tea tent, which overlooks the magnificent sweep of 
the North Downs and provides a peaceful resting place for those who simply want 
to sit, chat and take it all in. 

We hope to offer plenty of entertainment in the central arena and plan to run the 
‘Scruffs Dog Show’ in addition to dancing groups and the children’s races. 

Wanted – Help to Run the White Elephant Stall! 

Many willing helpers have been recruited to organise our stalls again this year, but 
we are seeking additional help to run the White Elephant Stall. If you can help or 
know of someone who can, then please contact the committee through Scott 
Raffle or Anne Salmon whose contact details are: 

Scott Raffle: Tel  01622 863 089; email  scott.raffle@btinternet.com 
Anne Salmon: Tel  01622 532 029; email  mandasalmon@talktalk.net 

The committee is always keen to find new volunteers so that the workload can be 
shared around more evenly. If you are able to help out in any way in preparation 
for this year’s fete, please do let us know. It is a great way to put something back 
in the local community whilst meeting lots of new people and above all, having 
great fun! 

  
From the registers 

March 2019 

 

Baptisms 
Oliver Mark Taylor 

Funerals 

Lilian Simmons (aged 87) 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:scott.raffle@btinternet.com
mailto:mandasalmon@talktalk.net
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  Anne Clinch, 1932 - 2019   

Anne’s funeral took place at the 
parish church of St. George, 
Jesmond on 12 March. The 
following address was given by by 
her son, Rev. Christopher Clinch, 
who wrote the music for the 
communion setting used at many 
Holy Communion services at 
St.Nicholas, Otham. 

 

It is only a little over two years 
ago since I stood here to 
address you at the funeral of our 
father, James Clinch. Sadly, we 
now find ourselves saying 
farewell to our mum, Anne. On 
behalf of the family I would like 
to express our sincere thanks for 
the many expressions of 
condolences we have received. 

Those of you here from St George’s, from her home in Russell Court and 
others up here in Newcastle made both our parents very welcome. Anne 
never quite converted to being a Geordie - it takes many years to achieve 
that - but being part of this church community, sharing a chat over a cup of 
tea at Russell Court, or attending a local musical event meant everything 
for Anne. 

I asked Anne recently what her warmest memories were. She said Otham 
Church and music. I am going to add some other not unconnected things to 
that list, namely, love of the Kent countryside and gardening, and her love 
of local history and literature. Allow me for a few minutes to expand briefly 
on those subjects. 

As a child my mother, along with her sister Jane, lived in many places, as 
her father served in the Royal Engineers. His army career led the family to 
live in a variety of homes, from Hampshire to Bere Island on the West coast 
of Ireland; from Ballymena to Welshpool. But perhaps it was the years spent 
in the village of Hucking, and a little later in Hollingbourne, on the North 



8 

Downs in Kent, that she was first able to put down roots and where her love 
of the English countryside was found, especially in the chalk hills of Kent 
and their rich woodlands, with their carpets of flowers, carpets of primroses 
and bluebells in the warm Springs. She was grieved to see the landscape 
damaged by harmful developments and she supported a recent successful 
appeal by the Woodland Trust to purchase Hucking Woods and begin 
restoration of the landscape. 

I am not sure that when mum started gardening but the connection with her 
love of the countryside is clear. She was very knowledgeable, and both her 
own gardening and visiting gardens, such as Sissinghurst in Kent, brought 
her great joy. That she was able to contribute in a small way to the gardening 
at Russell Court was important to her. 

Anne’s love of music clearly came from her mother. Granny Green was a 
pianist of great ability, and both Anne and sister Jane played the violin. It 
was through playing that my parents first met and they shared their love of 
music together throughout their lives, my mum sometimes playing violin or 
later viola but also as a supporter of dad’s many musical activities. She 
loved singing in the local choral societies and choirs, and was always 
working as a librarian or secretary for one group or another. 

Anne expressed some of her regrets in her writings about herself, and I 
quote: 

I wish I had been to university, possibly to read English or History. In 
later life I have learned to do some historical research and I have 
always enjoyed writing. I did train as a teacher in my forties and taught 
infants for seven years, but much of the time I found it quite a strain. 
The fact is I am very nervous, but I can cope within my limitations, and 
I am a good organiser. 

She goes on to comment on the struggles she had as a child and wonders 
whether that affected her confidence. 

Her nervousness meant that she never learnt to drive despite a few lessons 
– certainly not after driving through a fence whilst learning with the Rector 
as instructor. But indeed, Anne’s love and knowledge of much classic 
English literature was immense, especially Charles Dickens, who, of course, 
had strong connections with Kent. She also dedicated much of her later 
years to family research and local history. Along with Jim, she produced a 
number of books, which give great detail to the history of both the Clinches 
and her two sides of the family, the Greens and the Christophers (our 
maternal grandmother’s surname). There are also books about Otham and 
Langley churches in Kent. 
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Which brings me to that final warm memory that mum held, namely Otham 
Church, a little church just outside Maidstone. Otham Church is in one sense 
nothing special. It is a simple church, which despite being almost 1,000 
years old, is not endowed with great architectural features. Indeed there is 
just one way in and out. But it is a place, rather like TS Eliot’s Little Gidding, 
it is a place where the presence of God is felt. It was when in, or involved 
with, the life of that little ancient village church that perhaps mum felt most 
contented. Whether singing in the church choir, or organising social events, 
such as the many trips to the Proms in London, or simply experiencing the 
prayer and worship within that place I think mum felt most that her gifts were 
best used. 

From Otham Church you can lift up your eyes unto the hills, and see the 
hills that mum loved, those Kentish chalk downs with memories of her past, 
with those woods and flowers she so loved. Perhaps in heaven mum has 
found a garden in which she can toil again, and a music group where she 
can sing, or play or listen - probably conducted by Jim. 

Please excuse me if I end with some words from Little Gidding - I think mum 
would have approved! 

If you came this way,  
Taking any route, starting from anywhere, 
At any time or at any season, 
It would always be the same: you would have to put off 
Sense and notion. You are not here to verify, 
Instruct yourself, or inform curiosity  
Or carry report. You are here to kneel  
Where prayer has been valid. And prayer is more  
Than an order of words, the conscious occupation 
Of the praying mind, or the sound of the voice praying. 
And what the dead had no speech for, when living,  
They can tell you, being dead: the communication 
Of the dead is tongued with fire beyond the language of the living. 
Here, the intersection of the timeless moment 
Is England and nowhere. Never and always. 

Copy for the JUNE 2019 edition needs to be with the Editor before 
8 MAY 

Please send contributions for this and later editions to 
editor.twospires@gmail.com 

or call 07501 250 851 
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News from St Mary 

The weather continues to gradually improve and after 
our two successful early spring Open Days our next is 
on 11 May at which sandwiches, ploughman lunches 
and homemade cakes will as usual be served between 
10.30 am and 2.00 pm. There's also the added bonus 
of Maria Watson and 'the Chandeliers' singing songs 
from their latest show at 12 noon and 1.00 pm. 

We hope to see you there - you'll be assured of a very warm welcome. 

We are still looking for anyone with a spare hour or two every month or so 
to help with the cleaning of St Mary's. If you would like to know more please 
contact either one of us in the first instance. 

Maria Mackelden and Steve Christmas 

 

 

Interested in the arts? Want to learn more?? The Arts Society Mid Kent may be for 
you. We meet nine times a year in Sutton Valence Village Hall on Tuesdays from 
10.00 am for coffee and to hear our specially selected speakers deliver excellent 
talks from 10.45 am. 

If you would like to see for yourself please contact us at: 
membershipsecretarymidkent@theartssociety.org 

To find out more go to: www.theartssocietymidkent.org.uk 

Our next three talks are: 

• 28 May: David Rosier:  “Chinese Imperial Costume & Dress Accessories 
- A Journey though the Imperial Wardrobe” 

• 25 June: Sarah Deere-Jones:  “The History of the Harp 
- From Mediterranean Antiquity to 20th Century Europe” 

• 19 July, 7.30pm: Paul Atterbury and Hilary Kay:  “Have you had it long Madam? 
- 30 years of Stories from the Antiques Roadshow” 

at Sutton Valence Preparatory School. 
 

******** EDUCATION ******** CONSERVATION ******** FRIENDSHIP ********* 
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MADGINFORD WI REPORT 

Our April meeting was our Anniversary Supper, which we held at our 'home 
ground', and which we catered for ourselves. We had a good turnout and 
everybody had an enjoyable evening. 

The walking group met at Lodge Road and had an escorted walk around Vinters 
Valley Nature Reserve. Fortunately, the weather was mild and the rain 
stayed away. 

A group of us went to see 'Oliver' at the Hazlitt Theatre and really enjoyed 
the show. 

The craft group are now concentrating on decorating our stall for the Bearsted 
Fayre, so will be busy for the next few months. 

Our quiz night was a great success, a very good turnout and we enjoyed a lovely 
ploughman’s supper. We had some super raffle prizes and the quiz winners each 
took home a bottle of wine. 

Our next meeting is on 9 May. It is our Annual Meeting and Resolutions. 

Meetings are held at Madginford Hall, Egremont Road, Bearsted 
8.00 pm to 10.00 pm on the second Thursday of the month (except August). For 
more information telephone 01622 737 500.

 

 

WEALD SCHOOL OF DANCE 

 

 

Classes held at Langley & Sutton Valence 
for children and adults 

 

 R.A.D. Ballet & I.S.T.D.  Tap, Modern & Street Dance  
 Annual Show and students entered for examinations  

   

 Carole Gould L.R.A.D. A.R.A.D.  
   

 Tel. 07983 266 793  

 www.wealdschoolofdance.co.uk  
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MARMALADE MORNING 

A huge thank you to everyone who supported the Marmalade Morning in any way. 
The church was beautifully set out, with all the preserves on tables in the sanctuary 
and the remaining stalls arranged round the sides of the nave, leaving the centre 
for our 'breakfast cafe'. 

Customers arrived steadily throughout the morning. Maria and Denise were kept 
busy in the 'kitchen' making tea and coffee and serving toast or hot cross buns 
accompanied by marmalade/jam. As always, lemon curd was popular but quite a 
lot of people found a taste for grapefruit, lemon and lime marmalade. 

Thank you to everyone who helped in any way – supplying goods for sale, manning 
the stalls, making breakfast, clearing the tables throughout the morning and 
particularly to those who set up the church and cleared up at the end. Special 
thanks must go to Jean and Jim Crick for doing the washing up. It would be difficult 
to manage without their help. 

The amount raised was over £1,300 – a wonderful amount, which will go into 
church funds. 

Joan Palmer 
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Quiz Nights at 

St Nicholas 

 

Take place on the second 
Wednesday of the month 

(except January and August) 

Bring your own nibbles and drinks 

The next one will be on 
Wednesday 8 May at 7.30 pm 

in the church 

For more details contact 

Diane Mitchell 
(739129) or 

Peter Bodycombe 
(746462) 
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Watch the Croquet Association’s short promotional film on You Tube: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mCW_Rb5Y7t4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mCW_Rb5Y7t4 
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The White Horse Inn 
White Horse Lane, Otham  ME15 8RG 

 

All Day Breakfast with free tea and coffee 
Served from 09.30 am prices from £4.99 

 

Lunch served daily from 12.30 pm 
Traditional Irish food and fresh vegetables 

 

Traditional Sunday lunch carvery £9.95 
Choice of meats, Yorkshire puddings, stuffing & fresh vegetables 

 

Bed & Breakfast - en suite rooms 
 

REAL ALES £3.00 
 

For more information: 
Contact  01622 862 069   Mobile  07521 012 315 

 

AMH 
Carpentry & Joinery 

Painting & Decorating 
UPVC-Facias & Soffits 

T HIGHSTED 

 

53 Spot Lane 
Bearsted 
Maidstone 
Kent 
ME15 8NX 

 

City & Guilds and CSCS 
Scheme 

  

01622 734 254 
07500 231 289 

 

Need a Good 

Plasterer? 
 

Plastering – Reskim over Artex 

Decorating – Coving and cornice 

Free Estimates 
 

T: 01622 661 780 

M: 07971 919 694 

Email: 

d-j-terry@hotmail.co.uk 
 

www.davidterry-plastering.co.uk 
 

David Terry 
17 Farleigh Court 

Farleigh Lane 

Maidstone  ME16 7BJ 
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Sarah Willsey MCFHP MAFHP 

Foot Health Professional 
 

Mobile Foot Health Professional service in the comfort 
of your own home 

 
TREATMENTS 

• Corns & calluses PRICES 

• Hard skin £38 first appointment 

• Verrucas £35 follow up 

• Ingrown toe nails Over 65: 

• Thickened fungal nails £33 first appointment 

• Cracked heels £30 follow up 

• Toe nail cutting and care 

• Diabetic and High Risk Foot Care and Advice 
 

Clinic: 01622 438 550 Mobile: 07500 041 535 
Email: sarah@yourhealthyfeet.co.uk 
Web: www.yourhealthyfeet.co.uk 
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Compassionate and caring service 

for the bereaved day or night 

(24-hour telephones) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael Lawrence 
Funeral Director 

 
4 Cavendish Way, Bearsted, 

Maidstone, Kent  ME15 8PW 
bearsted@familyfuneralservice.net 

01622 260 200 
 

6 Marlborough Parade, Beverley Road, Barming, 

Maidstone, Kent  ME16 9JN 
barming@familyfuneralservice.net 

01622 260 210 

 

www.familyfuneralservice.net 
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Parish Diary 
MAY 

1 Wed 2.30pm Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
2 Thu 11.30am Communion, Vale Nursing Home Graham Bibby 632411 
2 Thu 7.00pm Novice Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
7 Tue 8.00pm Downswood Parish Council meeting, 

Downswood Community Centre 
Teresa Irving 717466 

8 Wed 2.30pm Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
8 Wed 7.30pm Quiz Night, St Nicholas Diane Mitchell 739129 
9 Thu 7.00pm Novice Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 

11 Sat 10.30am Open Church, St Mary Maria Mackelden 861783 
13 Mon 3.30pm Messy Church, St Nicholas Lynn Blake 861382 
13 Mon 7.45pm Otham Parish Council meeting, 

Otham Village Hall 
Teresa Irving 717466 

13 Mon 8.00pm Magazine Group Meeting, 30 Spot Lane Maggie Chainey 201231 
15 Wed 2.30pm Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
16 Thu 7.00pm Novice Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
21 Tue 7.45pm Langley Parish Council meeting, 

Committee Room, Langley Village Hall 
Helen Anderson 891945 

22 Wed 2.30pm Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
23 Thu 3.00pm Tea Party, St Nicholas Joan Palmer 202239 
23 Thu 7.00pm Novice Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
25 Sat 3.30pm Wedding, St Nicholas David Bond 202239 
29 Wed 2.30pm Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
30 Thu 7.00pm Novice Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
30 Thu 7.30pm Chandeliers Drama Group Concert to 

Celebrate the Life of David Watson, 
King George V Memorial Hall, Bearsted 

Maria Watson 07887 
780097 

Other dates for your diary 
JUNE 

15 Sat 1.30pm Otham and Langley Fete, Otham Green Scott Raffle 863089 

JULY 

13 Sat 10.30am Open Church, St Mary Maria Mackelden 861783 
 

Please send any additions/amendments to the Editor, Malcolm Kersey 

editor.twospires@gmail.com (07501 250 851) as soon as you have a date. 
 

When organising an event in one of the churches, please ensure that the building 
is available. For St Nicholas, contact the Editor. For St Mary, please contact: 

Maria Mackelden mackelden888@btinternet.com (01622 861 783)



 

 

 
 


