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CONTACT NUMBERS 
 

TEAM VICAR REV MARK PAVEY 394757  
ASSOCIATE PRIEST REV DAVID BOND 202239  
TEAM MISSIONER GRAHAM BIBBY 632411  
CHURCHWARDENS STEVE CHRISTMAS 843761  
 MARIA MACKELDEN 861783  
 DAVID MITCHELL 739129  
 

PARISH GROUPS & CONNECTED ORGANISATIONS 
 

PCC SECRETARY GILL GYMER 737117  
 brent.gymer@gmail.com 
PCC TREASURER DAVID BLAKE 861382  
 

SAFEGUARDING OFFICERS STEVE CHRISTMAS 843761  

BERYL CHARLTON 862235  
 

GIFT AID SECRETARY DIANE MITCHELL 739129  
 11 Spur Way, Bearsted 
READERS & SIDESPEOPLE JOAN PALMER 202239  
MESSY CHURCH LYNN BLAKE 861382 OTHAM 
BELL RINGERS MALWYN WILLIAMS 861143 OTHAM 
 

CHURCH CLEANING MICHAEL LADDS 861029 OTHAM 
 BERYL CHARLTON 862235 LANGLEY 
CHURCH FLOWERS DIANE MITCHELL 739129 OTHAM 
 MARIA MACKELDEN 861783 LANGLEY 
 

PARISH MAGAZINE EDITOR, MALCOLM KERSEY 07501 250 851 
PARISH DIARY AND WEBSITE editor.twospires@gmail.com 

 www.othamlangley.org 
 

FRIENDS OF OTHAM CHURCH HUGH VAUX 861245  
 

OTHAM HISTORY SOCIETY SYLVIA WADESON 745848  
MADGINFORD SENIORS CLUB DAPHNE BOWER 734829  

Madginford Hall - Wednesday 12 noon - 3.30 pm during term time 
LANGLEY OVER 60 CLUB MARIA MACKELDEN 861783  

Langley Village Hall - 2nd & 4th Tuesday each month 2.00 pm 
 

BEARSTED SCOUT GROUP NICK ROSS 07720 061 958 
    
 

Please inform the Editor of any changes, or other contacts to be included 
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WORSHIP IN OUR CHURCHES FOR APRIL 
and early MAY 

 

Thursday 4 April 9.30 LANGLEY Holy Communion 
    

Sunday 7 April 10.30 OTHAM Holy Communion 
Passion Sunday    
    

Thursday 11 April 9.30 LANGLEY Holy Communion 
    

Sunday 14 April 9.00 OTHAM Holy Communion 
Palm Sunday 10.30 LANGLEY All Age Worship 
    

Thursday 18 April 14.00 OTHAM Wedding 
Maundy Thursday 19.30 OTHAM Holy Communion 
    

Friday 19 April 10.00 OTHAM Matins, Litany, ante-communion 
Good Friday 14.00 LEEDS Meditation 
    

Sunday 21 April 6.00 OTHAM Dawn Liturgy 
Easter Day 9.00 OTHAM Holy Communion 
 10.30 LANGLEY Holy Communion 
    

Thursday 25 April 9.30 LANGLEY Holy Communion 
    

Sunday 28 April 10.30 LANGLEY Holy Communion 
Easter 2    

 

Thursday 2 May 9.30 OTHAM Holy Communion 
    

Sunday 5 May 10.30 OTHAM Holy Communion 
Easter 3    

Please note that changes to services and events may occur after the magazine 
goes to print. Where possible, alterations will be shown on the website. 

If you would like to enquire about Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals, or you 
wish to inform the Clergy about someone in the parish who is ill or in hospital 
please contact Mark Pavey (01622 394 757) or David Bond (01622 202 239). 

 

Do you have a notice that you would like to be considered for inclusion in the 
weekly service sheet - Pew News? Please contact: 

David Mitchell - dmitchell.wg@btinternet.com (01622 739 129)  
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It feels like a funny time to be writing this article to be honest. I have quite literally 
(yesterday) just had my licensing service to officially become the team Vicar of the 
North Downs Benefice and so, as of yet, I have only met a few people from the 
community and churches. Those whom I have met, have been lovely and generous 
in their welcome for me and my family. I must say how overwhelming the support 
was for us at the licensing service, so thank you! 

The truth is, it will take a while for me to get to know people and see how things 
are done around the churches, so from a personal viewpoint it feels like I am 
stepping into the unknown. It’s also a bit strange to think that I am writing this 
prior to 29 March and so by the time you are reading this we may or may not be 
out of the EU.  Or maybe we shall be starting an extension of Article 50. Regardless 
of the situation we find ourselves in, we are once more thrust into the realm 
of uncertainty. 

Our personal and collective futures all hold question marks; no one really offers 
any clear definitive answers or even ways to move forward. In one sense that is 
what life is like, not quite knowing what is going to happen from one day to the 
next. Perhaps it should be something to be embraced; an adventure of discovery. 

The truth is many of us don’t like to think of the unknown; we like to have 
certainties… routines… things that are manageable. In other words, we like to be 
in control. The life of a Christian though, is one in which we acknowledge that we 
can’t control the future; we sometimes even find life completely unmanageable. 
Increasingly, I’m realising that we control even less than we think we do. 
Unexpected bills come out of nowhere or health problems may rear their ugly 
heads or the car breaks down; there is always something that reminds us of our 
limitations. 

I am also writing this during Lent which looks ahead to Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, and just recently I was asked by an 8-year-old why we call 
Good Friday ‘Good’? It’s a great question, because in isolation it should be called 
‘awful’ or ‘rubbish’ Friday. It must have felt like this for Jesus’ disciples watching 

Letter from the Vicarage 
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their Lord being mocked with a crown of thorns and being nailed to a cross. 
Everything they knew about the world, everything they had committed their lives 
to following, was dying with Jesus in that moment. 

In that moment the powers that be thought they had taken control. They had 
managed the problem of this Jesus who taught about trusting in God over trusting 
the authorities, who encouraged people to seek the kingdom of God rather than 
the kingdom of mere mortals. Why is Good Friday ‘Good’? It can only be good if 
his death achieved something. On the Sunday morning Jesus rose from the grave 
because it couldn’t contain him, he rose again because death couldn’t end him. In 
the resurrection God showed that he is unmanageable, that his power is limitless, 
and that his love for each of us is unending! This God is undefinable in human 
terms, because he does the unexpected. 

It’s difficult sometimes when we can’t control things, when we are uncertain of 
our futures and even the future of our nation. But we follow a God who loves us 
unconditionally and promises to walk with us through everything we face on a 
personal and collective level. So, when we feel like we are heading into the 
unknown we look to the assurance we have in Christ. This God is not limited to 
what is known, he is powerful beyond all measure and because of this, as 
demonstrated through his resurrection, we face uncertainty in the certain 
knowledge that we can trust Him! 

Have a great Easter time! 

Rev Mark 

News from the Ringing Room 
 
The ringers of St. Nicholas, Otham will be holding their tower 
AGM on Wednesday 17 April in the Lady Chapel, starting at 
7.30 pm. It is hoped our new vicar will be available to chair 
the meeting. 

An agenda and reports will be circulated before the meeting for all interested 
parties to view if required. As well as reviewing life in the tower during 2018, the 
main item will be a report on the completion of the New Bearings Project and our 
plans for the future. 

Dot Hooker 
On behalf of the ringers at St. Nicholas, Otham. 
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News from St Mary 

We would like to say our sad farewell to Steve Hughes, we 
all wished him luck six months ago on a happy retirement 
but sadly that wasn’t to be. Five of us travelled up to 
Preston to join a congregation of about 150 people to offer 
our final goodbyes to Steve on behalf of the parish, whilst a 
similar service was held here in St Mary’s with more than 
120 in attendance. We wish Mandy and the family much love whilst they come to 
terms with their loss and may Steve rest in peace. 

On a happier note, we welcome Mark, Tansye and the girls into the parish.  We 
look forward to working with him over the coming months and wish him and the 
family lots of love for his future with us. 

We would also like to send out a very big thank you to everyone who came to our 
second soup and snowdrop day, we had another big turnout bringing our little 
church to life with chatter and laughter. It was lovely spending time with some 
very old friends and having the opportunity of making new ones. In the process 
we managed to raise £672 making a total of just over £1,100 for the two events. 
We would like to thank everyone who helped in any way be it with supplying soup, 
cakes or bread, washing up or clearing away or keeping us entertained with music. 

There will be no Open Day at St Mary’s in April; the next one will be on 11 May. 
However, don’t forget the Marmalade morning at St Nicholas on 13 April. You are 
very welcome to join us there for breakfast and to sample the many varieties of 
marmalade before you buy. 

We are still looking for volunteers to join our cleaning rota, so if you have couple 
of hours to spare we would be very happy for you to join us. At the moment each 
person has approximately four turns a year, but this can be reduced with 
more help. 

Wishing you all a very Happy Easter. 

Maria Mackelden and Steve Christmas 

PARISH MAGAZINE 

To receive a copy of the Parish Magazine on a regular basis, please contact the 
Editor, or Jill Barratt or any of the Magazine Production team (see page 22). 

The yearly subscription is £8.00. If you would like your copies to be sent by post, 
the cost is £14.00, to include postage and packing. 
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Canon John Corbyn’s Sermon at Otham on 3 March 

Introduction 
My intention in asking to speak today was quite simple, to briefly look back at the 
last few months and then to anticipate Mark’s arrival. Steve Hughes sudden death 
means I need to widen the scope of what I say. 

Thanks 
I do first of all want to express my, and I am sure your, thanks to David Bond who, 
again, has stepped into the breach and covered a vacancy. I have really 
appreciated that I have been able to say to him, as it were, ‘carry on sergeant 
major’. A change in ministry gives opportunity to review things and I know David 
will want to take this opportunity to review what he does. As David’s role changes 
and inevitably reduces please don’t think this is because Mark does not esteem 
him. Mark’s coming will simply be the occasion and not the cause. 

In mentioning David, I also want to thank Richard Love for the help he has given in 
recent months. 

But the clergy have not been alone in this. Many of the members of your 
congregations have stepped forward during this time. You are truly blessed in your 
team of church wardens (including Brian Page who had to step down during this 
time because of his medical situation). They have given of themselves generously 
and unstintingly, not just in general matters but in all that has been involved in the 
recruitment process and in preparing the house and the welcome service. In this 
case it has not just been the period of the vacancy, which has been wonderfully 
brief, but also during Steve’s increasing ill-health. On behalf of myself and I am 
sure you I want to thank them. 

Let us thank both clergy and wardens in the usual way. 

I have mentioned that the vacancy has been brief. in comparison to many it has 
been no length at all - though I’m sure it hasn’t felt like that. I want to thank the 
Archdeacon and Sam, his PA, for their help in this. I want also to thank Graham 
Bibby. He and I worked patiently on Mark to get him to apply for the job! 

Steve 
In the wake of his death we have heard much of Steve’s life and ministry before 
he came to join us. Of this one person said to me, ‘what we heard sounded like a 
different man’. I can understand that. The man who helped organise first relief and 
then took wife and family to Romania in the wake of the fall of Ceaușescu and 
worked with orphanages did seem different to the Steve we met. 
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With hindsight it seems Steve’s health was worse, and worse for longer, than we 
perhaps realised. This certainly affected what he could do among us. But in a way 
we shouldn’t be surprised that we didn’t realise how ill he was as he always 
minimised his health problems. This reflected his positive outlook on life but was 
not necessarily helpful to him and could be frustrating to those around him. But if 
this positive approach to life was a thread running through his life, so too was his 
concern for individuals. ‘Such a nice man’, and phrases like it occur regularly in 
people’s comments about him. He will be remembered fondly. 

Looking forward 
The transition from one ministry to another always has its challenges for priest and 
people. Where a ministry has been of any reasonable length – as Steve’s here 
certainly was - people get used to the ways of a priest, regardless of how much 
they liked those ways. A change of priest inevitably changes things. Often, as in 
Mark’s case, a new priest will not have seen how the previous priest did things and 
so obviously cannot do them in the same way even if he wanted, and was able to 
do. The person of the minister unavoidably has a significant effect on how he takes 
worship and discharges his other duties. 

I realised this in a new way quite a number of years ago when I attended a gym 
class called ‘Body pump’ – it was quite a few years ago! The class took place against 
a backing track and a sequence of set movements over which the instructor had 
no control, but even so there were some instructors who I liked and one I could 
not stand. Same music, same moves but it still made a difference who the 
instructor was. It will be the same when Mark comes, he is not Steve or even David 
or Richard. Nor is he the same as Steve’s predecessor Andrew, though you may 
notice something of Andrew in him given that he was his training vicar. Because of 
this I want to invite you to give Mark time. He will be different, for better and 
worse - let him grow on you. I am sure he will. 

If the new priest will be different to the former priest for the congregation then it 
is the same the other way around. You are different to Mark’s previous 
congregation. He had got to know them and their sensibilities and quirks. This 
means he knows how to relate to them. It always takes a while to get to know a 
new group of people and their ways and to relate to them well. You can probably 
think of situations where you have been the newcomer finding your feet. So be 
patient with him if he treads on the odd corn or prods the odd sacred cow - he 
won’t be doing it deliberately. At first, he won’t know where the corns are and 
what (or who?) the sacred cows are. 
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I suppose this all comes down to, ‘trust him and give him the benefit of the doubt’. 
Mark very genuinely wants to do his best for Christ, the church’s mission in this 
place and you. Notice the order in which I have put these: Christ, the church’s 
mission and you. A few years ago a parishioner did not appreciate how I was doing 
something. In a conversation with him he said, ‘you are our servant!’. It was one 
of those moments when I was able at that the time to think of the right response. 
I replied, ‘I may be your servant, but I am not your creature’. I think I had in mind 
Paul in 2 Corinthians 4:5 

‘we preach as not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves 
as your servants for Jesus' sake’. 

‘ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake’. 

The crucial part of this is ‘for Jesus’ sake’. 

‘Servant ministry’ is one of the buzz phrases nowadays. Some people hear this, like 
the man I quoted, as meaning the priest does what they want him to. This is not 
the case, even if it were possible, which it is not. For to do something as one person 
wants it will inevitably mean not doing it as someone else wants it done. But this 
is to get the wrong end of the stick anyway because the person that the priest is 
ultimately serving is not the people but Christ. 

Just at the priest serves Christ first, this is also what the whole people of God are 
called to do. Any new priest and I am sure Mark, will want to challenge you his 
new parishioners to ask again ‘what does the Lord want us to do’. Too often when 
a new priest arrives and there is an inevitable review of things, the question people 
want to ask is, ‘What do I want?’, ‘What suits me?’. Mark will not be faithful to his 
calling to allow this to be the question people ask and certainly not to allow this to 
be the question they answer. He will want to make sure the question is ‘what does 
God want, what suits him, what is he calling us to?’ 

Yes, and the question is about what does God want ‘us’ to do, not just what we 
want Mark to do. It is vital when a new priest arrives that people do not take this 
as opportunity to dump things on him and walk away. I am sure you won’t - and 
your parish representatives and I have told Mark you won’t, so please don’t. He 
certainly does not come as your creature. Also he does not come as your 
substitute, he comes to be your partner and enabler. 

I could say more - but won’t. Suffice it to say. Love Mark (and his family), cherish 
him - that will bring out the best in him. He, I am sure, will seek to love and cherish 
you to bring out the best in you for Jesus’ sake. 
 

Canon John Corbyn, Team Rector and Area Dean  
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

You may have noticed a reminder in the last few issues of the magazine asking 
parishioners to respond to the letters sent out following the Stewardship service 
last November. So far, we have replies from half of the recipients. 

We really do need to receive replies from everyone, even if you are unable to offer 
an increase to the amount you are giving on a regular basis. 

If you have misplaced the letter and the accompanying form, or the dog ate it, or 
it disappeared in the washing machine there are spare copies at the back of both 
churches. Please do complete the form and return it in the envelope provided. 

Thank you 

Dave Mitchell 
 
 
 

Bearsted Area Churches Together (BACT) 
Lent Lunches 

As in previous years, BACT will be organising Lent Lunches at churches in the area. 
Cold buffet lunches at 12.30 pm are followed by interesting short talks about the 
work of various local organisations at 1.00 pm. The remaining locations and 
speakers this year will be: 

5 April St Mary’s church, Thurnham 
 Maidstone Christian Cancer Support Group 

12 April St Mary’s church, Langley 
 Anna Chaplaincy (in partnership with the Heart of Kent Hospice) 

These are all very friendly and informative events with an opportunity to meet 
members of other in our locality. They last a little more than an hour. Please 
contact Ann Ovenden (01622 738 790) for more details. 
 
 

Lent Talks - Further Studies in St John’s Gospel 

Canon John Corbyn, Rector of North Downs will talk about studies in St John’s 
Gospel. He will be looking at material from the Upper Room and 
Resurrection Appearances. 

The remaining talks will take place on Wednesdays 3 & 10 April at 11.00 am and 
8.00 pm in Holy Cross church, Bearsted. They will be followed by a period of quiet 
reflection and a closing act of worship. 
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Steven Hughes MBE  1952-2019 

Our previous Priest in Charge, and latterly Team Vicar, Rev Steven Hughes, sadly 
died on 15 February 2019 after a long illness. 

His funeral service took place at 
St. Michael’s church, Much Hoole, 
Lancashire on 27 February. The service 
was taken by the Archdeacon of 
Lancaster and Ven. Steven Taylor, 
Archdeacon of Maidstone. 

Simultaneously, a memorial service 
took place at St. Mary’s church, Langley 
and the bells were rung at St. Nicholas’ 
church, Otham in his memory. The two 
services followed the same format so 
both congregations gave thanks for 
Steve’s life at the same time. 

Steve served in our parish from 2012-
2018. He was licensed by Rt. Revd. 

Trevor Willmott, Bishop of Dover at St. Mary, Langley and his farewell service took 
place last year on 19 August. 

During Steve’s ministry, significant new housing developments began; he was of 
the opinion that they offered a challenge to everyone our parish. We will 
remember his ability to introduce Manchester United football club into a sermon 
regardless of the subject! Sermons also frequently referred to his work in Romania 
but it is clear that his, and Mandy’s, achievements in that country, were worthy of 
the recognition they were granted. The extensive tributes read at both services 
may be read on the parish website (www.othamlangley.org). 

Mandy wishes to convey the family’s thanks to everyone who attended and took 
part in the Memorial Service. May he Rest In Peace. 

Steve’s Prayer for Christian Unity 
 

Father don’t make us like them, 
Don’t make them like us, 
Make us more like you. 
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A HUGE THANKYOU! 
 
To the rest of the Messy Church team (you 
know who you are!) for keeping everything 
ticking over whilst I have been supporting 
my daughter, Gemma. Also to everyone 
who is keeping us in their prayers. 

Because of you, the children who come to 
Messy Church have continued to enjoy activities, friendship and much, much more 
besides at Otham. The food has also been willingly provided (mostly free of charge) 
by a wide range of people so thank you for that too! 

We continue to meet every second Monday 3.30-4.30pm at Otham and regularly 
see up to 30 eager children. It really is rewarding. The next one is 8 April. 

It will be even easier when the new kitchen arrives; we rely so much on the team 
taking everything home and washing up there - do hope and pray it is soon! 

Lynn Blake 

Langley Parish Council 

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held at Langley Village Hall (Committee Room) 
on Tuesday 2 April starting at 7.45pm. This is your opportunity to come and hear 
what the Parish Council and your local clubs and organisations have been doing 
throughout the year. 

It is election year for this Parish Council. The closing date for receipt of 
nominations to be submitted to Maidstone Borough Council is 4pm on Wednesday 
3 April. If more than nine candidates come forward, then polling day will be on 
Thursday 2 May. Please do look at our website and noticeboards for more 
information. 

Keep Britain Tidy is holding a Great British Spring Clean between 22 March and 23 
April. If you are keen to get involved in a litter pick, then please do contact the 
Parish Clerk to register an interest. 

Our next Parish Council meeting will be held after the Annual Parish Meeting. 

Helen Anderson 
Parish Clerk     Telephone: 07944 668 802; email: langleypc@hotmail.co.uk 

 

mailto:langleypc@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:langleypc@hotmail.co.uk
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MADGINFORD WI REPORT 

At our March meeting we listened to a very interesting talk by Michael Bunn 
entitled 'From Medway to the Mediterranean' which we all really enjoyed. 

At our last craft meeting we continued quilling which we had learned at the 
previous meeting, and enjoyed so much we voted to carry on. 

Thirteen of us had a great evening at Newnham Court and enjoyed lovely food, 
good company and plenty of chatting. 

The garden group sadly had to cancel their visit to the Old Rectory at Longfield as 
the bulbs had been spoiled by the weather, so will find somewhere else to go. 

The walking group are meeting at Lodge Road for an escorted walk around 
Vinters Park, so are hoping for good weather. 

Some of us are looking forward to seeing 'Oliver' at the Hazlitt Theatre in April. 

We are looking forward to our Quiz Night, which promises to be great fun. We 
have some lovely raffle prizes on offer. 

Our next meeting, our Anniversary Supper, is on 11 April. We are catering for this 
ourselves. 

Meetings are held at Madginford Hall, Egremont Road, Bearsted 
8.00 pm to 10.00 pm on the second Thursday of the month (except August). For 
more information telephone 01622 737 500. 

  
 

 

WEALD SCHOOL OF DANCE 

 

 

Classes held at Langley & Sutton Valence 
for children and adults 

 

 R.A.D. Ballet & I.S.T.D.  Tap, Modern & Street Dance  

 Annual Show and students entered for examinations  
   

 Carole Gould L.R.A.D. A.R.A.D.  
   

 Tel. 07983 266 793  

 www.wealdschoolofdance.co.uk  
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Easter egg contributions 

It is getting near to that time of year again 
when we are asked to contribute to the annual 
BACT Easter Egg Hunt for our combined 
churches. Please bring your egg donations to 
either churches or contact Ann Ovenden on 
01622 738 790. 

The hunt will take place as usual in Bearsted 
Woodland Trust on Saturday 20 April. It will 

start from the King George V Memorial Hall in Manor Rise, Bearsted from 
11.15 am. The last hunt must start by 12.30 pm. All are welcome to come along 
and join in. Great fun is usually had by all and each “Hunter” is guaranteed an 
Easter Egg at the finish with tea and biscuits for the grown-ups. 

 

Quiz Nights at 

St Nicholas 

 

Take place on the second 
Wednesday of the month 

(except January and August) 

Bring your own nibbles and drinks 

The next one will be on 
Wednesday 10 April at 7.30 pm 

in the church 

For more details contact 

Diane Mitchell 
(739129) or 

Peter Bodycombe 
(746462) 

Copy for the MAY edition needs to be with the Editor before 10 APRIL 
Please send contributions for this and later editions to 

editor.twospires@gmail.com or call 07501 250 851 
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The White Horse Inn 
White Horse Lane, Otham  ME15 8RG 

 

All Day Breakfast with free tea and coffee 
Served from 09.30 am prices from £4.99 

 

Lunch served daily from 12.30 pm 
Traditional Irish food and fresh vegetables 

 

Traditional Sunday lunch carvery £9.95 
Choice of meats, Yorkshire puddings, stuffing & fresh vegetables 

 

Bed & Breakfast - en suite rooms 
 

REAL ALES £3.00 
 

For more information: 
Contact  01622 862 069   Mobile  07521 012 315 

 

AMH 
Carpentry & Joinery 

Painting & Decorating 
UPVC-Facias & Soffits 

T HIGHSTED 

 

53 Spot Lane 
Bearsted 
Maidstone 
Kent 
ME15 8NX 

 

City & Guilds and CSCS 
Scheme 

  

01622 734 254 
07500 231 289 

 

Need a Good 

Plasterer? 
 

Plastering – Reskim over Artex 

Decorating – Coving and cornice 

Free Estimates 
 

T: 01622 661 780 

M: 07971 919 694 

Email: 

d-j-terry@hotmail.co.uk 
 

www.davidterry-plastering.co.uk 
 

David Terry 
17 Farleigh Court 

Farleigh Lane 

Maidstone  ME16 7BJ 
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Sarah Willsey MCFHP MAFHP 

Foot Health Professional 
 

Mobile Foot Health Professional service in the comfort 
of your own home 

 
TREATMENTS 

• Corns & calluses PRICES 

• Hard skin £38 first appointment 

• Verrucas £35 follow up 

• Ingrown toe nails Over 65: 

• Thickened fungal nails £33 first appointment 

• Cracked heels £30 follow up 

• Toe nail cutting and care 

• Diabetic and High Risk Foot Care and Advice 
 

Clinic: 01622 438 550 Mobile: 07500 041 535 
Email: sarah@yourhealthyfeet.co.uk 
Web: www.yourhealthyfeet.co.uk 
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Compassionate and caring service 

for the bereaved day or night 

(24-hour telephones) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael Lawrence 
Funeral Director 

 
4 Cavendish Way, Bearsted, 

Maidstone, Kent  ME15 8PW 
bearsted@familyfuneralservice.net 

01622 260 200 
 

6 Marlborough Parade, Beverley Road, Barming, 

Maidstone, Kent  ME16 9JN 
barming@familyfuneralservice.net 

01622 260 210 

 

www.familyfuneralservice.net 
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Useful Numbers 
 

Non-emergency police 101  
Non-emergency medical (NHS) 111  
   

Samaritans (24-hour FREE call) 116 123  
Samaritans Maidstone 01622 674 444  
NSPCC 0800 800 5000  
   

Action on Elder Abuse 0808 808 8141  
Domestic Violence Helpline  0808 2000 247  
Victim Supportline 0808 1689 111  
   

Relate Maidstone 01892 529 927  
Age UK Maidstone 01622 753 618  
Alzheimer’s Society 01622 747 181  
   

CarersUK Adviceline 0808 808 7777  
Citizens Advice Bureau Maidstone 01622 752 420  
National Debtline 0808 808 4000  
   

Action Fraud (Fraud and Cyber Crime) 0300 123 2040  
   

Kent County Council 03000 414 141  
Maidstone Borough Council  01622 602 000  
   

Civil Parish Clerks:   
 Otham & Downswood 01622 717 466 Teresa Irving 
 Langley 01622 891 945 Helen Anderson 
 Bearsted 01622 630 165 Sarah Lewis 
 Boughton Monchelsea 01622 744 969  

 

Kent Messenger Correspondent 07736 592 918 Tim Mumford 
Otham, Langley & Downswood timothy.mumford1988@gmail.com 

   

Utility company emergencies: Gas 0800 111 999  
   (Leaks and interrupted supply) Electricity 0800 783 8838  
 Water 0333 000 0365  

Magazine Production Team 
 

Editor Malcolm Kersey 07501 250 851 
Publisher Dot Hooker 01622 746 571 
Advertising Maggie Chainey 01622 201 231 
Production & distribution David Shirley 01622 737 684 
Subscriptions Jill Barratt 01622 862 471 
Parish-wide distribution David Blake 01622 861 382 
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Parish Diary 
APRIL 

2 Tue 7.45pm Langley Annual Parish meeting, 
Committee Room, Langley Village Hall 

Helen Anderson 891945 

2 Tue 8.00pm Downswood Parish Council meeting, 
Downswood Community Centre 

Teresa Irving 717466 

3 Wed 2.30pm Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
4 Thu 11.30am Communion, Vale Nursing Home Graham Bibby 632411 
4 Thu 7.00pm Novice Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
5 Fri 12.30pm Lent Lunch, St Mary, Thurnham Ann Ovenden 739790 

8 Mon 3.30pm Messy Church, St Nicholas Lynn Blake 861382 
8 Mon 7.30pm Chapman Avenue Residents Association, 

AGM, St Nicholas 
Susan Skipp  

10 Wed 2.30pm Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
10 Wed 7.30pm Quiz Night, St Nicholas Diane Mitchell 739129 
11 Thu 7.00pm Novice Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
12 Fri 12.30pm Lent Lunch, St Mary, Langley Ann Ovenden 739790 

13 Sat 9.30am Marmalade Morning, St Nicholas Joan Palmer 202239 
17 Wed 7.30pm Bellringers’ Annual Tower Meeting, 

St Nicholas 
Mal Williams 861143 

18 Thu 2.00pm Wedding, St Nicholas David Bond 202239 
20 Sat 11:15am BACT Easter Egg Hunt, 

King George V Memorial Hall, Bearsted 
Ann Ovenden 738790 

24 Wed 2.30pm Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 
24 Wed 7.30pm Annual Parish Meeting, St Nicholas Gill Gymer 737117 
25 Thu 3.00pm Tea Party, St Nicholas Joan Palmer 202239 
25 Thu 7.00pm Novice Bellringing Practice, St Nicholas Mal Williams 861143 

Other dates for your diary 

MAY 

11 Sat 10.30am Open Church, St Mary Maria Mackelden 861783 

JUNE 

15 Sat 1.30pm Otham and Langley Fete, Otham Green Scott Raffle 863089 
 

Please send any additions/amendments to the Editor, Malcolm Kersey 

editor.twospires@gmail.com (07501 250 851) as soon as you have a date. 
 

When organising an event in one of the churches, please ensure that the building 
is available. For St Nicholas, contact the Editor. For St Mary, please contact: 

Maria Mackelden mackelden888@btinternet.com (01622 861 783)



 

 

 

       
 

 

MARMALADE 
MORNING 

 

Saturday, 13 April 
9.30am to 12 noon 
St. Nicholas, Otham 

 

Marmalades 

Seville Orange, Pink Grapefruit, Lemon, 
3-Fruit, Lime, Tangerine and Ginger plus other 

flavours you may not have tried. 

Jams and chutneys etc. will be also be on sale. 

Cakes, Crafts and Plant stalls. 

Raffle 
 

Why not come for breakfast and try some 
before you buy? Come early and enjoy toast 

and marmalade with your friends before 
making your selection. 

 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


